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Lo Five French prlasts who were anong the hostages seized by the Viet Minh + 

December 1946 ware released In mid-December 1949 at a point apprexinately 
150 Idlometere fron Hanoi. Shortly efter they wore originally captured, 
tha priesta became separated fron the several hundrad other French civilian 
prigonexs saptured by the Ho Chi Mink farces and did not subscquently see 
any of those prisoners again. The prieste were moved Pron place +o place 
over 8 threa~year period of captivity. For the most part they did not 
vecogniae thelr suxvoundings. They were never without 9 guard and had 
veletively little freedom of movensnt. They subSisted slmost entiroly on 
rice, although they were occasionally able to augment their diet with fich. 
They were not treated badly by thelr captors but general living conditions 
in the areas whore they wera held were very poor. One of the priests dled 
of maleria, Morale among the Ho Chi. Minh supporters was very high, 
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The priests de not know the reasons vehind thelr release. An unidentified 
Ho Chi Mink Goverment official visited thelr encampnent in November and, 
after discussing their general situation and condition, suggested that thoy 
write Pragident Ho and ask to be returned to Hanot. They wrote the Letber 
and ten days lather they ware given new vestments. Shortly thereafter they 
weve blindfelded and after ea fairly short journey wore released near a 
French post in the vielnity of Tuyen Quang. 
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